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" The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address — 

Period for Reply - 0 \ 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE fwie£ r3) M0NTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will 

be considered timely, 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this 

communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C: % 133) 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

U^f Responsive to connnnunication(s) filed on 
' 2a) □ This action is FINAL. 



\o/2^/o\ 



2b)^f^ This action is non-final. 

3)D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for forma! nnatters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice un6er Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1; 453 O.G. 213. 



Disposition of Claims 
4)K Claim(s) 



4a) Of the above, claim(s) 

5) n Claim(s) 

6) JSf Claim(s) 

?)□ Claimis) 

8)n Claims 



is/are pending in the application. 

is/are withdrawn from consideratio 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction and/or election requirement 



Application Papers 

9)n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)]^ The drawing(s) filed on I Q ^2 I 's/are objected to by the Examiner. 

1 1 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: approved tSO disapproved. 

1 2) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

13) ]^ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d). 
a);^AII b)0 Some* c)D None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 



3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*See the attached detailed Office^action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14)D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e). 
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18) CD Interview Summary IPTO-413) Paper No(sl. 

19) D Notice of Informal Patent Application {PTO-152) 

20) □ Other: 



U. S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTO-326 (Rev. 9-00) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No. 



Application/Control Number: 09/890,487 
Art Unit: 3653 



Page 2 



DETAILED ACTION 

1. This application does not contain an abstract of the disclosure as required by 37 CFR 
1 .72(b). An abstract on a separate sheet is required. 

2. Figure 1 should be designated by a legend such as -Prior Art- because only that which is 
old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). A proposed drawing correction or corrected drawings 
are required in reply to the OflBce action to avoid abandonment of the application. The objection 
to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

3. Claims 1-3 and 5-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 1, lines 3 and 4, the phrase "adapted to" has no clear technical meaning. Further, 
the use of this phrase does not particularly point out the invention since applicant has not claimed 
how the conventional elements are modified in accordance vAth the invention. 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - _ _ 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use 
or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

5. Claims 1-3 and 5-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Morris. 
Morris discloses a classifier and a method for segregating particles by size or density. The 

classifier and method comprise a fluidization chamber 6 adapted to contain a fluidized bead; a 
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fluidization means 8 adaped to provide a flow of fluidization fluid into the chamber; and one or 
more array of inclined plates 17-21 and/or 25-27 mounted within the chamber positioned such 
that particles elutriated by the fluidization fluid within the chamber are caused to be segregated 
above or below the plates according to their size or density. The plates comprise a plurality of an 
array of parallel equally spaced plates extending across the chamber. Re claim 7, a feed fluid is 
element 10 between the two array of inclined plates. 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Emmett et al., Laurenty, Canada'038 and Austria'083 are cited to show other 
pertinent art. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Examiner Tuan Nguyen 
at telephone number 308-3664. 




TUAN N.NGUYEN 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 
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August 23, 2002. 



